
General questions about FM Approvals 

1. What does “FM Approved” actually mean? 

FM Approved means that a product or system has been independently 

tested and certified by FM Approvals (part of FM Global) to meet specific 

loss‑prevention performance criteria, primarily related to fire, wind, hail, 

water, and structural integrity. 

It is not a general quality label - approval is always scope‑specific. 

2. What is the difference between FM approval for a product and of a system? 

Product FM approval applies to a single material or component (e.g. 

insulation, fastener, membrane) tested against defined FM Approvals 

Standards. 

System FM approval applies to a complete assembly (e.g. roof system, wall 

system), including the substrate, the insulation, the adhesive and the 

membranes 

Note: A product can be FM Approved without being approved in every 

system. 

3. Can a product be FM Approved but still not allowed in an FM‑approved 

system? 

Yes, this is very common. 

An FM approval confirms that a product meets individual performance 

criteria, but; it must also be listed within a specific FM‑approved system 

configuration to be system-approved. Substitution is not automatic - FM 

Global only recognizes complete systems exactly as tested. 

4. Who requires FM Approvals? 

FM Approvals is increasingly becoming a mandatory requirement in non-

residential construction, particularly in high-risk, high-value sectors. FM’s 

rigorous testing standards, especially for fire resistance and wind uplift 

resistance, are now influencing specifications across the industry, as it is a 

common requirement for many international projects, especially in mission-

critical buildings.  

FM Approvals is typically required or strongly preferred by: 

• FM Global–insured facilities 

• Data centres 

• Warehouses, logistics hubs 

• High‑value or high‑risk buildings 

Even when not mandatory by code, it is often an insurance requirement. 

 

General Certification Questions 

5. Which FOAMGLAS products are covered by FM Approvals? 



FM Approvals is available for the FOAMGLAS T3+, T4+, S3, F and Torch-on 

facing. 

6. What FOAMGLAS SYSTEM is covered by FM Approvals? 

FOAMGLAS T3+, T4+, S3, F and Torch-on facing in a roof assembly on 

concrete, in combination with Soprema waterproofing as specified in 

RoofNav (Assembly Number: 583529-419229-0). 

7. Does the FM-approved assembly apply globally or only in specific regions? 

FM Approvals is internationally recognized; however, local regulations 

should always be consulted to ensure all specific requirements are met. 

8. What was tested to grant FM approval for FOAMGLAS + SOPREMA buildup? 

The system buildup was tested according to FM Approvals’ standards for  

external fire exposure, wind uplift, hail impact, water leakage and foot traffic. 

9. What classification was obtained? 

Rating: Class A 2/12 slope, SH Hail, 1-480 wind uplift. 

10. Does FM Approvals replace UL or EN fire classifications? 

No. FM, UL, and EN serve different purposes. 

11. What does the obtained classification mean? 

• Class A  

·  Class A: This is the highest fire resistance rating under standards like 

  ASTM E108 or UL 790. It means the roof system offers excellent   

protection against fire spread. 

• 2/12 slope:  

Refers to the roof pitch — a low-slope roof that rises 2 inches for every 

 12 inches of horizontal run. This confirms the system is suitable for low-

 slope applications. 

• SH Hail 

SH stands for Severe Hail.  

This rating means the system has passed impact resistance tests  

(e.g., FM 4473) and can withstand large hailstones — important for areas 

 prone to hailstorms. 

• 1-480 wind uplift 

This refers to wind uplift resistance, likely based on FM 4474 or similar 

 standards. 

1-480 means the system can resist uplift pressures of 480 pounds per 

 square foot (psf) or 22,98 kPa in Zone 1, which is the central field area of 

 the roof (not edges or corners). 

12. How does FM approval impact compliance with local building codes and 

insurance requirements? 

An FM approval does not replace local building codes. An FM Approvals 

certificate often satisfies or exceeds insurance requirements. For FM-

insured projects, an FM approval can be mandatory, for non-FM insured 

projects, it is optional. 



 

Technical & Performance Questions 

14. What fire resistance ratings does the FM-approved FOAMGLAS + SOPREMA 

system meet? 

It meets the Class A. This is the highest fire resistance rating under standards 

like ASTM E108 or UL 790.  

It means the roof system offers excellent protection against fire spread. 

15. Is the FM-approved FOAMGLAS + SOPREMA system suitable for high-humidity 

or chemical exposure environments? 

Yes, the approved system is impermeable to water and resistant to most  

chemicals, making it ideal for harsh and highly sensitive environments      

such as data centres, pharmacies, paper mills and airports. 

 

Application & Design Questions 

16. Are there specific installation guidelines required to maintain this FM Approvals 

status? 

Yes, installation must follow FM-approved assembly details and manufacturer 

instructions. Do contact your FOAMGLAS Sales Engineer for guidance or on-site 

training.  

17. What are the recommended assemblies for achieving FM-approved roof 

systems? 

Refer to the RoofNav (Assembly Number: 583529-419229-0), this is the official 

FM Approvals tool for verifying FM-approved roof assemblies or FOAMGLAS 

technical documentation for approved assemblies. 

18. How does FM Approvals influence design considerations for fire safety and risk 

mitigation? 

It ensures the roof system meets stringent fire safety standards, reducing fire 

risk for critical facilities. 

 

Project & Insurance Questions 

19. Are FM-approved FOAMGLAS systems mandatory for certain industrial sectors 

or clients? 

Some clients and insurers require FM-approved systems for high-risk or 

mission-critical projects. 

20. How can architects and engineers verify FM Approvals during project 

specification? 

Check the RoofNav, this is the official FM Approvals tool for verifying FM 

Approved roof assemblies or request official documentation from your 



FOAMGLAS contact. For verification on RoofNav, use Assembly Number: 

583529-419229-0. 

21. Does FM Approvals affect warranty terms or manufacturer guarantees? 

No, warranties remain the same, but an FM Approvals certificate adds an extra 

layer of assurance. 

22. Where can I access official FM Approvals documentation for FOAMGLAS 

products? 

Documentation is available through FOAMGLAS technical support or the 

RoofNav (Assembly Number: 583529-419229-0). This is the official FM 

Approvals tool for verifying FM-approved roof assemblies 

 


